


proposed rules final at this time. A delay would allow the courts to assess the merits of
the pending suit. Finally, Congress is currently considering a patent reform bill in which
these issues may be addressed.

I appreciate the PTO's goal to create the most efficient and effective process
to ensure both continued innovation and protection for the research and development
efforts of patentholders. The proposed rules, however, may have the unintended
consequences of stifling such innovation, and I urge you to consider delaying their
implementation. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. Thank you
very much for your time and close attention.
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