






microscopy techniques. This research was proprietary and valuable but I was willing to disclose

it in order to secure patent protection for the automated microscope.

17. I was also willing to disclose this proprietary information based upon my

understanding that United States patent laws guarantee an inventor a limited period of

exclusivity on patentable inventions, and also allow for the filing of unlimited continuations

should disclosed research be found to include more than one (1) patentable invention.

18. In other words, it was my understanding that I could disclose all of my

research and if it turned out that my research revealed more than one patentable invention, I

could file a continuation application and that continuation application would be deemed filed on

the same date my original application was filed. The protection afforded by continuation

applications was important to me as I knew I needed to provide the USPTO with my proprietary

research but also knew that I would not lose the rights to other patentable inventions flowing

from that work, which, once provided to the PTa, would be in the public domain in 18 months

after filing.

19. In addition to my interest in microscopy technology, I have also developed

an interest in the automotive arts and, more particularly, utilizing technology to capture heat that

radiates from an automobile's manifold.

20. On November 4, 2005, I caused a patent application to be prepared

incorporating my new inventive concepts in the automotive arts. The basic inventive concept

starts with capturing the heat from an automobile's internal combustion engine manifold. Once

that heat is captured, it can be utilized in any number of ways to improve the automobile's

performance.
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21. The proposed concept has the potential to improve fuel consumption by

the automobile's engine with a significant effect in the miles-per-gallon performance.

Additionally, acceptance of this concept by the automotive industry, will reduce exhaust gas

emission and thus contribute in addressing concerns related to the rise of atmospheric carbon

dioxide and global warming.

22. As I understand it, each potential use for the heat that is captured from the

automobile's manifold would constitute a new invention. Under the present continuation

application rules, I could file continuation applications to claim these new inventions and each of

those continuation applications would be deemed filed as of the date my original application was

filed.

23. As I understand it, the present continuation rules prevent others from

cannibalizing my original work and laying claim to patentable inventions that flow from that

work.

24. It is my understanding that the new rules regarding continuation

applications substantially change my rights with respect to the filing of continuation applications

and my ability to patent inventions that flow from my original invention.

25. These new rules create a disincentive for inventors like me to continue

inventing because there is a very real possibility that I will not be able to realize the full

economic benefit of my work.

26. These new rules also create a disincentive for inventors like me to reveal

the full scope of our work in a patent application because there is a very real possibility that my

work could be cannibalized by others, to their own economic benefit.
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27. In an attempt to avoid these very real harms, in the first half of 2007, I

requested that new concepts be added to my original patent application through the filing of a

continuation-in-part application. With the new rules possibly looming, I was advised to file

multiple continuation applications. On August 10, 2007 I made the decision, influenced heavily

by my financial position, to file only three continuation-in-part applications claiming priority to

my original patent. Under the existing legal regime, I have the ability to file additional

continuation applications in the future. If the new rules become effective, my rights to file these

additional continuations will disappear and I will lose the patent rights to the numerous

inventions that will flow from my original work. Moreover, it will decrease my ability to raise

funds for the development of products that stem from this concept, since a higher portion of the

raised funds will have to be spent towards securing intellectual property rights.

VERIFICATION

Except as stated to be on information and belief, the undersigned hereby verifies

and declares under penalty of perjury pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 that the foregoing statements

are based on my personal knowledge and true and correct to the best of my knowledge,

information and belief.
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